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NOTICES 



XXOARDINO THK 



METRICAL VERSIONS OF THE PSALMS 



RECEITEO BT THK 



CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

The Metrical Version of the Psalms still in general use 
in Scotland was completed and received by the authority 
both of Church and State, in May 1650. It was the la- 
bour of many years, and from the numerous occasions on 
which Baillie alludes to its progress, it is evident he had 
taken a peculiar interest in fiirthering the work. It may 
therefore not be deemed out of place to present the reader 
with son^e further particulars respecting the origin and pro- 
gress of this Version, and the more so, as our Ecclesi- 
astical Historians afford little or no information on the 
subject. 

I. — The Old Version, 1565. 

VtTithout entering upon any minute details respecting the 
older Version of the Psalms, it may briefly be noticed, that 
the Scotish Reformers at an early period resolved to follow 
the example of some of the Churches abroad, in making 



Congregational Psalmody a stated portion of public worship. 
For this purpose the metrical Version of the Psalms com- 
menced in the reign of Edward the Sixth by Thomas 
Stemholde, and enlarged by the English exiles at Geneva 
in the following reign^ was adopted. The edition printed 
at Geneva in 1556, along with " The Form of Prayers,'' 
&c. contained only 51 Psalms ; but this number was en- 
creased in subsequent editions, that of 1561 having ^^ Four- 
score and seven Psalmes.^ It does not appear, however, 
that the entire Psalter was translated previous to the edition 
revised by John Hopkins, and first printed at London (ac- 
cording to Warton) in 1562, or more probably in 1563, 
under this title : 

*^ The whole Boke of Psalmes, collected into English 
Metre, by Thomas Starnhold, J. Hopkins, and others : con- 
ferred with the Ebrue, with apt Notes to synge them with- 
all. FaithfiiUy perused and alowed according to the order 
appoynted in the Queenes Maiesties Iniunctions, &c. Im- 
printed at London by John Day, dwelling ouer Alders- 
gate, be nethe Saint Martins. Cum gratia et priuilegiQ 
Regie Maiestatis per feptennium. An. 1563.^ 4to. The 
same year, (and again in 1565,) Day published the Psalms 
with the Music, in Parts : viz. <^ The whole Psalmes in 
fourt partes, (Tenor, Contra Tenor, Medius, and Bassus^) 
which may be song to al musical instruments, set forth for 
the encrease of vertue, and abolyshyng of other vayne 
and triflyng ballades.'' 4 vol. 4to. According to Hopkins's 
revised text, this version, received by publick authority, 
has since continued to be republished for the Church of 
England. 

Had the original Acts and Proceedings of the General 
Assembly been preserved, we might perhaps have obtained 



some more accurate information on this subject. But at 
whatever date this English version was adopted, we may 
infer, that the Assembly appointed some of their number 
to revise and prepare it for the press ; as we find it stated, 
that in December ISGl, ^' The Kirk lent Robert Lekpre- 
vick, printer, twa hundreth pounds [Scotish money] to help 
to buy irons, ink, and paper, and to fee crafdsmen for print- 
ing of the Psalmesf' And the Assembly, on the ^th De- 
cember 1564, further ordained, " That every Minister, Ex- 
horter, and Reader, sail have ane of the Psalme Bookes 
latelie printed in Edinburgh, and use the Order contained 
therein in Prayers, Marriage, and Ministration of the Sacra- 
ments.^^ The edition that was referred to, has no separate 
title-page to the Psalms, but forms a portion of the volume 
bearing this title : — ^ 

** The Forme of Prayers and Ministration of the 
Sacraments &c. vsed in the English Church at Geneua, 
approued and receiued by the Churche of Scotland, where- 
unto besydes that was in the former bokes [of I06I and 
156S], are also added sondrie other prayers, with the whole 
Psalmes of Dauid in English meter. Printed at Edin- 
bvrgh by Robert Lekprevik, m.d.lxv.^ small 8vo. On 
comparing this, or subsequent editions reprinted in this 
country, with those in England, there will be found con- 
siderable variations, consisting chiefly in the substitution of 
different versions of forty-one Psalms in the place of those 
in use by the English Church. 

Of the Psalms in this version common to both collections, 
there are, by the following authors, 1st, 40 translated by 
Thomas Sternholde, Groom of the Robes to King Henry 
the Eighth and to Edward the Sixth, and who died in 
1549; 2d, 37 by John Hopkins, a Minister in Suffolk, 



(the 45th Psalm, in the Edinburgh editions, being errone^ 
ously marked W. K,) ; 3d, 10 by William Seethe, of whom 
some &rther notice will be given; 4th, 11 by William 
Whittyngham, who became Enoz^s successor as Minister 
of the English congregation at Geneva, and was afterwards 
promoted to the Deanery of Durham, and died in 1570 ; 
5th, 8 by Thomas Norton, an English Barrister, and best 
known as the joint author with Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, 
of the tragedy of Gordabuc ; also S marked, M. supposed 
to be an error for N. or Norton ; and 6th, 1 by John 
PuLLEYN an English divine, who became Archdeacon of 
Colchester, and died in 1565. These Psalms amount to 109- 
Of the other 41 Psalms, peculiar to the copies published in 
Scotland, there are 15 by Kethe, 4 (viz. 67, 71, 115, 129,) 
by Whittyngham, and 1 (viz. 149) by Pulley n, which ap- 
pear to have been previously printed in the 1561 edition of 
" Fourscore aud Seven Psalms'" ; and there were added, for 
the first time, 6 by Robert Pont, and 15 bearing the initials 
of *' I. C' as the translator. 

Of these Translators, the initials **I. C.^ are supposed 
to denote John Craig, who had been a monk of the order 
of St. Dominic at Bologna, but having embraced the Pro- 
testant faith, he escaped from Italy, and returning to his 
native country, after an absence of S4 years, he became 
minister of Holyrood-house, and of the King's Household, 
and died 4th December 1600, aged 88. His Psalms are 
24, 56, 75, 102, 105, 108, 110, 117, 118, 132, 156, 140, 
141, 143, and 145. 

William Kethe is described, by Strype and other writers, 
as a native of Scotland. He was an exile during the reign 
of Queen Mary, and one of the translators of the Genev 
Bible. He wrote some popular religious ballads, the m 



noted of which was " A Ballad on the Whore of Babylon^ 
called Tye thy mare Tom boye^ He became minister at 
Child-Ockford, in Dorsetshire. In the dedication of a ser- 
mon to the Earl of Warwick, in 1571 9 he states, that he 
had been with his Lordship in Newhaven [in 1563], as 
minister and preacher, and had also accompanied him the 
previous year [1570] to the North parts, as one of the 
preachers " of the Queen's Majestie's armie/' The 15 
Psalms by Eethe, included in the Scotish copies, are Psalms 
27, 36, 47, 54, 58, 62, 70, 85, 88, 90, 91, 94, 101, 138, 
and 142. 

Robert Pont was successively Commissioner for the 
diocese of Moray, Provost of Trinity College, and Minister 
of St. Cuthberts, Edinburgh. He also filled for several 
years the place of a Senator of the College of Justice ; but 
was deprived of his seat on the bench, in consequence of an 
act, prohibiting '' all persons exercising functions of minis- 
trie within the Kirk of God to bear or exercise any office 
of civil jurisdiction.-' His Psalms are 57, 59, 76, 80, 81, 
and 83. In some copies 149 is marked R. P. by mistake 
for I. P. or Pulleyn. In May 1601, the General Assembly 
appointed him '' to revise the Psalms ; and that his labours 
sould be revised the next Assemblie ;'' but no further notice 
occurs of any such revisal. He died 8th May 1608, in the 
81st year of his age. 

A short specimen of these three chief contributors to our 
Old Version may be given. The verses selected will show 
that some use was made of it in preparing our present Ver- 
sion : and indeed the second copy of the 100th Psalm, in 
long metre. All people that on earth do dwells and of the 
124th Psalm, in peculiar metre. Now Israel may say^ were 
retained, with only a few slight changes on account of the 
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style. The translator of the 100th Psalm was William 
Eethe, and of the lS4th, William Whitt]mgham, already 
mentioned as Dean of Durham. 
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PSALME LVII. T. 1—3, and 5. ' By Robkbt Pont. 
From the Edition printed at Edinburgh by Robert Lekprevik, 1565. 



1 Be merciful! to me, o God, 
be merciful to me : 

For why ? my soule in all asaaultes 

shall euer trust in thee. 
And till these wicked stormes be past, 

which ryse on euerie syde : 
Vnder the shaddowe of thy wings, 

my hope shall alwayes byde. 

2 I will therefore call to the Lord, 
who is moste high alone : 

To God who wiU his worke in me, 
bring to perfection. 



3 He will sende down from heauen aboue, 

to saue me, and restore 
From the rebukes of wicked men, 

that fayne wolde me deuoure. 
God wil his mercie surely send, 

and constant trueth also : 
To comforte me, and to defend 

against my cruel foe. 
• . . • . 
5 Exalt thy selfe, 6 God, therefore 

ahoue the heauens bight : 
And ouer all the earth declare 

thy glorie and thy might. 



PSALME XC. Ver. 1—7 and 12. By William Kztbk. 



1 O Lord thou hast bene our refuge, 
and kdpt i9 safe and sounde : 

From age to age, as witnesse can 
all we, which true it founde. 

2 Before the mountaines were foorth 

brought, 
yer thou the earth didst frame : 
Thou wast our great eternal God, 
and stil shalt be the same. 

3 Thou dost vaine man strike downe 

to dust, 
though he be in his floure, 
Againo thou saist, Ye Adams sonnes, 
rcturne, to shewe your power. 



4 For what is it a thousand yeares 
to count them in thy sight : 

But as a day which last is past, 
or as a watche by night ? 

5 They are, so sone as thou dost storme, 
euen lyke a slope or shade. 

Or like the grasse, which as we knowe, 
betymes away doth fade. 

6 With pleasant dewes, in breake of day, 
it groweth yp full grene : 

By night cut downe, it withreth, as 
no beautie can be sene. 
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ord, how sore do we consume 12 Teache ys therefQre to count our 

is thy wrath so hote ? that we our heartes may bend (dayea, 

je thy furie be so fierce, To leame thy wisedome and thy trueth : 

death shall be our lote. for that shulde be our end. 



PSALME CXLV. v. 1—6, 11—16, and 19—21. By I. C. 

ord that art my God and King, 13 Thy Kingdome hath no end at all : 

btedly, I will thee praise : Thy Lordship euer doth remaine. 

)xtoll and blessings sing, 14 The Lord vpholdeth all that fall, 

hyne holy Name alwayes. And doth the feble folke sustaine. 

Q day to day I wil thee blesse, 15 The eyes of all things. Lord, attend 

ade thy Name worlde without end, And on thee waite, that here do Hue : 

;reat is God, most worthy praise. And thou in season due dost send 

great nes none may comprehend. Sufficient foode them to relieue. 



shal thy workes praise vnto race : 19 The Lord wil the desire fulfil, 

declare thy power, 6 Lord. Of such as do him feare and dread : 

glorious beautie of thy grace, And he also their crye hear wil, 

9ndrous workes, wil I record. And saue them in the tyme of nead. 

all men shall the power (6 God,) 20 He doth preserue them more and 

thy feareful Actes declare : That beare to him a louing heart, [lesse. 

to publishe ail abrode, But workers al of wickednes 

eatnes, at no tyme will spair. Destroye wil he, and clean subuert. 



3 glorie of thy Kingdome, they 21 My mouth therefore my speache shal 
we, and of thy power do tell. frame 

.t so mens sonnes his might knowe To speake the praises of the Lord ; 

may, All fleshe to blesse his holy Name, 

ingdome great, that doth excell. For euermore, eke shal accord. 

me proposals for revising this Old Version of the Psalms, 
t least one attempt to supersede it, were made, at dif- 
t intervals, but without success ; and it continued to 
(printed in a variety of forms, usually with musical 
, until, in Scotland, it was wholly superseded in the 
1650. There are several editions of this Old Version 
?d at Middleburgh and Dort, from 1694 to 1610 or 
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later ; and it was used by the Scotish coDgregations in Hol- 
land for some years after the present Version had been re- 
ceived in this country. 

It may be noticed, that in the edition of the Psalms, 
" Printed at Edinburgh be Henrie Charteris, 1595,"'"' (if not 
also in some previous ones,) there appeared a kind of Doxo- 
logy in different measures, added as ^' The Conclusion, or 
Gloria Patti eftir the Psalme ;*''' the use of which seems at 
a subsequent period to have been disallowed as a prelatic in- 
novation. After the Restoration of Charles the Second, (but 
previous to any change in regard to the Church,) notice is 
taken in the Mercurius Caledonius, of a minister, who, 
preaching before Parliament on the S7th January 1661, 
'' restored us to Glory to the Father^ to be sung at the end 
of the Psalmes,^^ and this, it is said ^' has been a great 
stranger to our Eirk these many years."' 

II. King James's Version, 1631. 

King James the First, after his accession to the English 
Throne, endeavoured to assimilate the forms of worship in 
Scotland and England; and having entrusted ^^ the most 
learned Divines of the Church,**' with revising the English 
translations of the Bible, which was happily completed in 
the year 1611, he himself undertook to perfect a new version 
of the Psalms in metre, for general use. " The revising of 
the Psalms (says Spottiswood) he made his own labour; 
and, at such hours as he might spare from the public cares, 
went through a number of them, commending the re^t to 
a faithful and learned servant, who hath therein answered 
his Majestie'^s expectation.*" (Hist. p. 466.) In the Sermon 
preached on occasion of the King's Funeral, in 1625, by 
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Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, we are further told, his Majes- 
ty ^' was in hand^ with this new Version of the Psalms, 
^* which he intended to have finished, and dedicated withall 
to the onely saint of his devotion, the Church of Great 
Britaine, and that of Ireland, when God called him to sing 
Psalmes with the Angels/^ 

The <' faithfid and learned Servant^ here spoken o^ was 
the Earl of Stirling, (then Sir William Alexander of Mens- 
trie,) a poet of great distinction in his time, who has a much 
better title to be considered the true author of the version, 
than King James under whose name it was published. The 
attention of his son and successor, Charles the First, having 
been early drawn to the perfecting of this work, as con- 
nected with his proposed changes in the Church, he seems 
never to have lost sight of it, so long as there was any pros- 
pect of carrying through those measures to which he was un- 
fortunately but too much attached. The following letter 
respecting it was addressed by him to the Archbishop of St. 
Andrews : — 

^^ Whereas it pleafed our late dear Father of famous and 
etemall memorie, confidering how imperfect the Ffalmes in 
Meeter prefentlie vfed ar, out of his zeal to the glorie of 
God, and for the good of all the Churches within his do- 
minions, to tranflate them of new, Therfor, as We have gevin 
commandement to our truftie and weilbeloved S» William 
Alexander Knycht, to confider and revew the meeter and 
poefie thairof, So our pleafour is, that zow and fome of the 
moft learned Divynes in that our kingdome confer them 
with the originall text, and with the mod exaA tranflations, 
and thairefter certifie back zour opinions vnto ws concerning 
the fame, whether it be fitting that they be publiihed and 
fung in Churches, inftead of the old tranflation, or not ; To 
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the intent that we may negle£k nothing fo much importing 
the memorie of our faid late Father; and far less if zow 
find that it may tend to the advancement of the glorie of 
God ; and fo recommending the famyne to your earnefl care, 
We bid, &c. Windfore, ^th Auguft 1626;' 

This Version was at length published, bearing on the en- 
graved title— *^ The Psalmes of king david, translat- 
ed by KING lAMES. Cum Privilegio RegicB Maieatatis.^ 
Another engraved leaf has the royal arms, and the King^s 
authority, allowing these Psalmes ^* to be sung in all the 
Churches of oure Dominions ;^ and this imprint is at the 
end of this volume, — ** Oxford, Printed by William Turner, 
Printer to the famous Univerfity, m.dc.xxxi." ISmo, pp. 
3^. A patent of exclusive privilege for the space of thirty- 
one years print this version, had been granted to Sir William 
Alexander, on the S8th December 1627, in consideration '^ of 
the great paynes already taken, and to be taken, in collating 
and revising the same, and in seeing the first impression 
thairof to be carefullie and well done.**^ 

When the copies of the above mentioned edition had got 
into circulation, some zealous Presbyterian, probably David 
Calderwood the Historian, drew up at considerable length, 
'' Reasons against the Reception of King James's Meta- 
phrase of the Psalmes.*" This paper is inserted in the Ban- 
natyne Miscellany, vol. i. pp. 227 — 256, Edinb. 1827, 4to, 
with some further notices respecting the version itself. But 
in this place it may be sufficient to mention, that Charles 
the First, in December 1634, " being fiiUy convinced of 
the exactnesses of the translation, enjoined the Privy Coun- 
cil of Scotland ^* that no other Psalmes of any edition what- 
soever, be either printed heirefter within that our Kingdome, 
or imported thither, either bound by themselff or otherways. 
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from any forrayne parts.^ The Version was accordingly 
republished in 1636, and attached to the Sendee Book of 
16S7; but on collation it proves to have been so much 
altered, in consequence, as it would appear, of the objec- 
tions urged s^ainst its reception in 1631, that many of the 
Psalms may be considered as entirely re-\rritten, although 
still bearing the same title : *' The Psalbies of King David : 
Translated by King Iames. London, printed by Thomas 
Harper, 1686,'^ folio, pp. 147. It contains music notes, and 
is printed in long lines, in black letter, but no notice is taken 
of its revisal, or of any assistance having been rendered by 
the actual translator. Two specimens from these editions 
may suffice to shew such variations. 



psalme I. 

(Edit. Oxford, 1631, 12mo.) 

The man is blest that doth not walke 

where wicked Coancells guide : 
Nor in the way of Sinners stands, 

nor Scomers sits beside. 
2. But of the Lord he on the law 

doth ground his whole delight ; 
And on his law doth meditate 

devoutly day and night. 



PSALME I. 
("Edit. London, 1636, folio.) 

The man is blest, who to walke in 

th' ungodlies counsell hates, 
and stands not in the sinners way, 

nor sits in scomers seats. 
2. But in the Lords most holy law, 

he hath his whole delight, 
and in his law doth meditate 

devoutly day and night. 



3. Hee shall be like a planted tree. 
The streames of waters neare ; 

Whose pleasant boughs bring timely 
in season of the yeare. [fruit, 

4. His leafe it never wither shall 
as winters blasted prey : 

And whatsoever he designes, 
shall prosper every way. 



3. He shall be like a tree that grow'th 
the streames of waters neare, 

whose pleasant boughs bring timely fruit 
in season of the yeare : 

4. His leafe shall never withered be,, 
as winters blasted prey, 

and whatsoever thing he doth, 
shall prosper every way. 



5. But wicked men are nothing so, 5. They who are wickedly dispos'd,. 
for they as chaffe shall proue ; no such assurance finde : 
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Which whirling windet doe drine away, but like unto contemned chaffe, 
and from the earth remoue. are toned with the wind. 

6. And therefore they who wicked are, 6. And therefore they who wicked are, 
In judgement shall not stand : in iudgement shall not stand, 

Nor shall the sinners suffred be nor shall the sinners suffred be 
amongst the righteous band. amongst the righteous band. 

7. For well the Lord doth know what 7. For well the Lord doth know what way 
the righteous follow all : [way the righteous follow all : 

But of vngodly men the way But of them that ungodly are, 

it surely perish shall. the way still perish shall. 



PSALME XXIIL 

(Edit. Oxford, 1631.) 

The Lord of all my shepheard is, 
I shall from want be free : 

2. He makes me in greene pastures lie 
and neare calme streames to be. 

3. He doth restore my weary soule, 
that it new strength may take: 

And in the pathes of righteousnesse 
mee leads, for his names sake. 



PSALME XXIIL 
(Edit. London, 1636.) 

The Lord of all, my Shepheard is 

I shall from want be free : 
2. He makes me in green pastures lye, 

and neare calm streames to be. 
8. He doth restore my soul, and leads 

the way that I should take : 
Into the paths of righteousnesse, 

even for his own names sake. 



4. Yea though I through deaths shadow 

yet feare I in no sort, [walke. 

Thou art with me, thy rod and staffe 

with comfort me support 
5 Thou for my food before me foes, 

a table dost bestow : 
And dost with oyle annoynt my head, 

and makes my cup o*re flow. 



4 Though through the yale of deaths black 

I walk, lie fear no il : [shade 

Thou art with me, thy rod and staffe 
afford me comfort still. 

5 Thou for my food, before my foes 
a table dost bestow : 

And do'st with oyle annoynt my head, 
and mak*st my cup o'reflow. 



■6 Thy goodnesse and thy mercy sure, 6 With mercy, goodnesse, all my daies 
shall whilst I line blesse me : shall surely follow me : 

And of the Lord I in the house And in the Lord^s own house, I will 
a dwellar still will be. a dweller ever be. 



The unexpected and irresistible opposition to the Liturgy 
in July 1637, having extended also to the Psalms, Sir William 
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Alexander, (who had been created Earl of Stirling,) was pro- 
bably no less disappointed in realizing any pecuniary advan- 
tage from his exclusive monopoly, than his Royal Master 
must have been in the accomplishment of the still greater 
object be had in view when that privilege was granted. 



III. Francis Rouses Version, 1648. 

In tracing the origin of our present Version of the Psalms, 
it may be noticed as a singular circumstance that this Coun- 
try should have been indebted, in the first instance, for the 
translation that was adopted to a resolution of the House of 
Commons. It is well known that a similar design with that 
contemplated by Charles the First, of bringing about a Uni- 
formity in the doctrine, discipline, and form of church-go- 
vernment and worship in both Kingdoms, was very nearly 
accomplished by the Presbyterians in England. The labours 
of the Westminster Assembly in England were chiefly 
directed to promote this object ; and a New Version of the 
Psalms was specially recommended to their notice. Several 
metrical versions had been previoudy published in England 
in the view of superseding Stemholde^s ; and although con- 
siderable exertions were made, chiefly in the House of Lords, 
to adopt a translation by Mr. William Barton, the preference 
was awarded by the English Parliament to that by Mr. 
Francis Rous, one of their own members and a man of 
great learning and distinction. He himself states, in the 
preface to his Psalms, printed in 1643, that many passages 
in the old version '' seemed to call aloud. for amendment,^ 
of which he selected " some patternes C* but '' apprehend- 
ing many years past (which experience hatii showed to be 
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a true conjecture) that a forme wholly new would not please 
many, who are fiurtned to things usual and accuatomed, I 
assaied only to change some pieces of the usual yermm, even 
such as seemed to call aloud, and, as it were, undeniably 
for a change. These being seen, it was desired that they 
should be increased ; which being done, they are here sub- 
joyned.^ In Wood'*s Athens Oxonienses, (edit, by Dr. Bliss, 
vol. iii. p. 468,) Rouses version is supposed to have been first 
printed in 1641. There is no reason to believe that it ap- 
peared earlier than 1643 ; in a diminutive volume, neatly 
printed, in 24to or 48vo, with this title : — 

'' The Fsalmes of David in English Meeter, set forth 
by FuANas Rous. Psal. 47, Ver. 7. VottfD TTOI. Aprill 
1 7, 1643. It is this day ordered by the Committee of the 
House of Commons in Parliament for printing, that this 
Book, entitled, The Paalmea of David, &c. (according to 
the desires of many reverend Ministers) be published for the 
generall use : And for the true correcting of it, be printed 
by these the Author shall appoint. John White. 

I do appoint Philip Nevill and Peter Whaley to print 
these Fsalmes. Francis Rous. 

London, Printed by James Young, for Philip N^ill, at the 
signe of tiie Gun in Ivie-lane, 1643.'^ This volume contains 
in all pp. [xii.] 312, and 12 leaves not paged of '' Psalmes 
of harder and lesse usuall Tunes corrected, and the Tunes 
not altered,'^ along with " A Table of the Psalmes.^ 

The translator, Francis Rous, a younger son of Sir An- 
thony Rous, Knight, was bom at Halton in Cornwall. 
Some account of his life and writings will be found in Wood's 
Athense Oxonienses, by Dr. Bliss, (vol. iii. p. 466.) He 
was several times returned a Member of Parliament ; and 
was chosen one of the lay commissioners to the Assembly 
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of Divines. On the 29th January 1643-44s it was « Or- 
dered, That Mr. Frideauz do bring in an ordinance for the 
settling of Mr. Rows in the place of Provost of Eaton Col- 
lie, and to receive and enjoy all profits, privileges, and 
emoluments, thereunto belonging.*" This lucrative appoint- 
ment he held till his death, on the 7th January 1658. 

The following are specimens of this rare edition, from a 
copy in the possession of Lea Wilson, Esq., Norwood-Hill, 
Surrey, (a gentleman who possesses an unrivalled collection 
of editions in English of the Holy Scriptures). The volume 
probably had only a very limited circulation. 



PSALM I. 
(By Fbakcis Rous. London, 1643.) 



The man is Uessed, that to walk 

in wieked waies doth feare ; 
And stands not in the sinners path, 

nor sits in soorners chair. 
2. But in the perfect Law of God 

he greatly doth delight; 
And on that Law doth meditate 

with pleaiarot day and night 

B. He shall be like a tree by streames 

of waters planted neare, 
MThich in his season doth not faile 

his pleasant fruit to beare. 
Whose leaf shall never (kde nor fU, 

bat flourish still and stand s 



Even so all things shall prosper well 
that this man takes in hand. 

4. So shall not the ungodly men, 
they shall iSe nothing so ; 

But as the dust, which from the earth 
the wind drives to and fro. 

5. Therefore shall not the wicked men 
in judgement stand approv'd ; 

But sinners from the just shall be 
divided, and removed. 

6. Because the way of righteous men 
God doth with favour know, 

Whereas the way of wicked men 
ends in their overthrow. 



PSALME XXIII. 



My riiepheard is the living Lord, 
and he that doth me feed ; 

How can I then lack any thing 
whereof I stand in need ? 



2. In pastures green and flourishing 
he makes me downe to lye : 

And after drives me to the streames 
which run most pleaiantly. 

B 
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3. And when I feele my telfe neere loit, 5. Thou hast my table richly ttor'd 
then home he me doth take ; in pretence of my foe ; 

Conducting me in his right paths, My head with oile thou dost anoint* 

even for his owne^ames sake. my cup doth overflow. 

4^ And though I were even at death's 6. Thy grace and mercy all my daiM 
r^yet would I feare none ill ; [doore, shall surely follow me ; 

Thy rod, thy staffe do comfort me. And ever in the house of God» 

and thou art with me stilL my dwelling place shall be. 

PSALME LVII. V. 1—4. 

Be mercifull to me, O Lord, 3. To God most High my eamett cry 

be mercifull to me ; in praier sent shall be ; 

Because according to thy word Even to that God, who graeiontly 

my soule doth trust in thee. performeth all for me. 

2. Yea, she unto the shadow flies 4. From heaven shall his power deaceod, 

of thy wings, her to cover ; to save me from their spight 

Untill these sad calamities That would devoure me, God shall lead 

be wholly passed over. his mercy, truth, and might. 

. PSALME XCIII. 

The Lord doth raign, and doth'd is he 3. Of old most firmly stablisht is 

with majesty and light ; thy Throne of majestie ; 

His works do shew him clothM to be, And thou without beginning art 

and girt about with might. from all etemitie. 

2. For this round world by his ^reat 4. The flouds, O Lord, have lifted up, 

established hath he : [strength they lifted up their voice : 

Yea, he so surely hath it set The flouds have lifted up their waves, 

that movM it cannot be. and made a mighty noise. 

5. The Lord this noise of many flouds 6. Thy testimonies are most sure, 

in might exceedeth farre ; and surely lead to blisse : 

The Highest overcomes the sea. And holinesse for ever. Lord, 

when his waves mighty are. in thine house comely is. 

IV. — ^Vebsions by Sir W. Mitbe and Mb. Zaghary Boyd. 

Before proceeding to notice the revised copy of Rouses 
version 1^646, it may be mentioned, that Baillie, although 
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ik 

I a personal friend of Rous, expresses on more than one oc- 
r casion the very &yourable opinion he entertained ot an un- 
I published version by Sir William Mure of Rowallane. On 
f the other hand, some of his countrymen were inclined to 
s. give a preference to the translation by Zachary Boyd, one 
i of the ministers of Glasgow. A couple of specimens of each 
I may be here given. Those by Boyd are from "The 
J PsALMES OF David in Meeter : By Mr. Zachary Boyd, 
t Preacher of Gods Word. The third edition. Printed at 
^ Glasgow by George Anderson, Jnno 1646,^ ISmo. Mure^s 
: are from a MS. in the possession of James Dennistoun of 
• Dennistoun, Esq. The author appears to have prepared 
:• them for the press, (no doubt at the instigation of some of 
'■ his friends, such as Baillie), under this title,— *^' Some Psalmes 
Translated and presented for a proof to publick view, wherby 
to disceme of the whole being conformed to this Essay : 
By a Weilwiller to the work of Reformatioun, who makes 
humble offer of his weak endeavours.'^ But they are not 
known ever to have been printed. One or two other speci- 
mens from a more perfect MS. are given in the Appendix 
to '' The Historie and Descent of the House of Rowallane. 
By Sir William Mure knight, of Rowallane. Written in, 
or prior to 1667.'' Glasgow, 1826, 8vo. 



psalme l 

Br Sir Wiluax Muei. 
The man is blessed Teriliey 

who walketh not astray ; 
Id CouDsell of angodlie meot 

nor stands in sinners way : 
2. Nor sitts in seomers seat : Bat setts 

on God's law his delight ; 
And stedfastlie his law doth mynd 

and mase on, day and night. 



PSALME I. 
Br Ma. Zacbakt Botd. 
Blest is the man that walks not in 

th' angodlies counsel ill, 
Nor stands in ways of sinners, nor 

in seomers seats sits still. 
2. But in the law of God the Lord, 

is chiefly his delight ; 
And also he doth meditate 

in his law day and night. 
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3. Hee shall be like uDto the Tree» 
•ett by the ri?er lyde ; 

In seatoan due, which fnUt brings 
foorth, 
whose leaves ay blooming byde, 

4. His works shall prosper all. Not so 
uogodlie men, for they 

Shall be like chaffej which stonnie 
wynds 
sweep suddenlie away. 

5. In judgement therefore shall not 

stand, 
men wicked and profane ; 
Nor sinners, where the righteous flock 
assembled doe remaine. 

6. For, who so righteous paths persue, 
the Lord doth know their way ; 

But perrish shall the way of sin, 
wherein the wicked stray. 



PSALME XXin. 
By Sib William Murk. 

The Lord my sheepheard is, of want 
I never shall complaine, 

2. For me to rest on, hee doth grant 
greene pastures of the plaine. 

3. Hee leads me smoothest brookes be- 
and doth my soul reclame ; [s{de» 

Tea me by rigHlBOUs paths doth guyd 
for glorie of his name. 



3. He shall be like a planted treei 
rivers of waters by ; 

That in his season bringeth foofth 

his fruit most plenteoody. 
His leaf also at any time 

not wither shall at all. 
And whatsoever thing he doth 

it prosper surely shall. 

4. The men ungodly are not so, 
but in their wicked veay 

Are like the chaffe, which stonny wiad 
doth quickly drive away. 

5. Therefore the ungodly shall not stMd 
in judgement sted&stly. 

Nor sinners in th* assembly of 
all such as righteous be. 

6. For the Lord knoweth well the mj 
ev'n of the righteous all : 

But the way of ungodly men 
most surely perish shall. 

PSALBfE XXIII. 
By Ma. Zachabt Botd. 

The Lord's my shepheard,<I'le not wint 

2. He makes me by good wiH 
Ly in green pastures, he me leads 

beside the waters still. 
3. My soul likewise he doth rettora, 

and me to lead doth take 
Into the paths of righteousnease, 

and that for his Names sake. 



!. J 
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4 The valley dark of deaths aboade 4. Yea, though through valley of deaAi 

to passe. Tie fear none ill, I walk ; I'le fear no ill, fshtll 

For thow art with me„ Lord, thy rode For thou art with me, thy rod and 

and stafTe me comfort still. thy staffe me comfort still. 
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*• For me a table thow dost spread 5. Thoa set'st in presence of my foes 

in presence of my foes ; a table me before, 

i¥ith oyle thow dost anoint mine heady Mine head with oyl thou dost anoint, 

by thee by cup o'rflowes. my cup it runneth o*re. 

i. Mercie and goodnes all my dayes 6. Goodnesse and mercy all the dayes 

with me shall surelie stay, of my life surely shall 

knd in thy house, to dwell alwayes Me follow, and in the Lord's house 

O Lord, my count I'le lay. for ever I will dwell. 

V. — Bous's Eevised Version, 1646. 

After the publication of Rouses volume in 1643, the ver- 
ion appears to have undergone repeated revisals ; and the 
>Uowing notices may be compared with what Baillie has 
bated in his Letters, Vol. 2, at pages 120, 121, 269, 280, 
S6j 293, 821, 326, and 329 to 332. 

In Dr. Lightfoot^s Journal of the Westminster Assembly 
f Divines, this notice occurs on the 22d November 1643 : — 
' The first thing done this morning was, that Sir Benjamin 
ludyard brought an order from the House of Commons, 
(^herein they require our advice, whether Mr. Rouses Psalms 
day not be sung in churches; and this being debated, it 
ras at last referred to the three Committees, to take every 
me fifty Psalms. 

The notices in the Journals of the House of Commons 
ire as follows :— 

W^ Novembris 1643.— Ordered, That the Affembly of 
divines be defired to give their advice, whether it may not 
»e ofefiil and profitable to the Church, that the Pfalms fet 
jrih by Mr. Rous, be permitted to be publickly fung, the 
ime being read before finging, until the Books be more 
generally difperfed. (vol. iii. p. 315.) 
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December 16th 1644.— The Houfe being informed, that 
divers Divines of the Afiembly were at the door ; they were 
called in ; and Doctor Bnrgefle prefented the advice of the 
Afiembly of Divines, now hj Ordinance of Parliament fitting 
at Weflminfter, concerning Vifitation of the Sick. He fur- 
ther informed the Houfe, that touching the Directory for 
all parts of publick Worfhip, in ordinary, they have brought 
up all the Farts to the Houfe, fave only fome Fropoiitioiu 
touching the Singing of Pfalms. (ib. vol. iii. p. 724.) 

December 27th 1644.— *The Houfe being informed, that 
fome of the Divines of the Afiembly were at the door ; they 
were called in. Dr. Burgefie prefented the remaining Parts 
of the Directory for Publick Worfhip concerning the keq^ 
ing Days of Publick Fafts, of Publick Thanksgiving; and 
fome Propoiitions touching the Singing of Pfalms. 

(ib. vol. iv. p. 3 ) 



The Version by Rous having been carefidly revised by 
the Author, who availed himself of the corrections and 
amendments recommended by various Committees, it was 
republished, under this title, — 

«' The Psalms op David in English Meeter. (PsaL 
47, V. 7. blDt^TD yyD\ Sing ye praises with understand- 
ing.) London, printed by Miles Flesher, for the Company 
of Stationers, 1646."' ISmo, pp. [viii.] and ^5. A leaf facbg 
the title contains the following extract, and serves to identify 
the work, — " Die Veneris, 4 [14th] Novemb. 1645. — It is 
this day ordered by the Commons assembled in Parliament, 
That this Book of Psalms set forth by Mr. Rous, and perufed 
by the Assembly of Divines, be forthwith printed : And that 
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it be refiorred to Mr. Rous to take care for the printing 
thereof: and that none do presume to print it, but such as 
shall be authorized by him. 

H, EMngey Cler. Pari. Dom. Com^ 

In the Journals of the House of Commons, this resolu- 
tion is introduced with this notice, *' The House being in- 
formed. That some of the Assembly of Divines were at the 
door, they were called in : And Mr. Wilson acquainted the 
House, That, according to a former Order of this House, 
they had perused the Psalms set out by Mr. Rouse ; and, as 
they are now altered and amended, do conceive they may be 
useful to the Church. Resolved^ &c. as above, [ib. p. 342.] 
This is likewise noticed in one of the newspapers of the 
day :— " Friday, Novemb. 14, 1645. — A message from the 
Assembly of Divines to both Houses of Parliament, acquaint- 
ing them, that according to the order of Nov. 20, 1643, they 
had perused the Psalmes translated into English out of the 
Originally by Mr. Rouse, conceiving them fit to be publickly 
made use of throughout the Kingdome: That they had 
likewise perused the Psalmes translated by Mr. [Barton], 
who deserved much commendation for his great care and 
pains in them, but conceived the other most fit for publike 
use."— (TAe Kingdomes Intelligencer^ No. 126.) 

Oct. Ti 1645. — ^Upon the humble petition of Wm. Barton, 
Mafter of Arts, read this day in the Houfe : It is ordered, &c. 
That two Books of David^s Pfalms, compofed in Englifh 
metre by the Petitioner, andprefented to their Lordfhips, are 
hereby referred to the Afifembly of Divines, to be read over, 
and judged by them ; and the refult of their judgments there- 
upon returned to this Houfe, that fuch farther diredion may 
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be given toaching the fame, as ihall be meet.— (Lords Jcmr- 
nals, vol. yii. p. 627.) 

Nov. 14, 1645. — Meflage from the Aflembly ooncemiBg 
Mr. Roufe^s and Mr. Barton^s Verfions of the Ffalms. 

To THE Right Honourable the House of Lords 

ASSEMBLED IN PARLIAMENT, 

The Aflembly of Divines having received from this Ho- 
nourable Houfe an order, bearing date O^ber 7 1645, to 
read over and judge of two Books of David'^s Pfalms, com- 
pofed in Englifh metre, by Mr. William Barton, and there- 
upon to return their judgment to this Honourable Houfe, 
do humbly certify, That they had long before received an 
order from the Honourable Houfe of Commons, bearing 
date Novemb' 20, 1643, to give their judgment touching 
the Pfalms compofed in metre by Mr. Roufe, a Member of 
that Houfe ; and that thereupon there was a Committee ap- 
pointed by this Aflembly to coniider of thefe Pfalms ; and 
that the fame Committee had with much care perufed, and 
with great diligence concurred with the fame Learned Gentle- 
man, to amend and perfedt his copy, and had fully finiihed 
that Work, before they received the said order from the 
Honourable Houfe of Lords ; and withall that the greateft 
part of this verfion was fent to the General Aflembly of the 
Church of Scotland, and there put into the hands of a Com- 
mittee, and by that Committee, so &r as they have examin- 
ed it, very well approved ; yet, in obedience to the order 
of this Honourable Houfe, they appointed a Committee to 
confider thereof; and, upon the whole matter, do find reafon 
to certify this Honourable Houfe, That albeit the said Mr. 
Barton hath taken very good and commendable pains in 
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his Metaphrafe, yet the other verfion, fo exafUy perufed 
and amended by the faid Mr. Koufe and the Committee of 
the Aflembly with long and great labour^ is fo clofely framed 
according to the Original Text, as that we humbly conceive 
it will be ufeful for the edification of the Church. 

Cornelius Buboes, Prolocutor pro tempore. 

Henbt Robbough, Scriba. 

Adonibam Btfielb, Scriba. 

(Lords Journals, vol. vii. p. 704.) 

March S6, 1646. — Upon reading the Petition of Mr. Wm. 
Barton, concerning his Tranflation of his Book of the 
Pialms, it is ordered to recommend the fame to the Aflem- 
bly of Divines^ to certify to this Houfe why thefe Ffalms 
may not be fung in Churches as weU as other Tranflations, 
by fuch as are willing to ufe them. (ib. vol. viii, p £36.) 

April 15, 1646.--Ordered, That the Book of Ffalms, fet 
forth by Mr. Rous, and perufed by the Aflfembly of Divines, 
be forthwith printed in fundry volumes : And that the fsud 
Pialms, and none other, fhall, after the firfl day of January 
next, be sung in all Churches and Chapels within the King- 
dom of England, Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweede; and that it be referred to Mr. Rous, to take 
care for the true printing thereof. — The Lords concurrence 
to be desired herein. 

(Commons Journals, vol. v. p. 509.) 

April 16, 1646. — Mr. Enightley carried to the Lords for 
their concurrence, &c. The order for iinging of Mr. Rous 
his Pialms through the Kingdom of England, Dominion of 
Wales, and Town of Berwick. (ib. vol. v. p. 611.) 
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April 18, 1646.-— A me£Geige was brought from the Houfe 
of Commons by Mr. Knightly, &c. to deiire their Lordihips 
concurrence in divers particulars, &c. An order for the 
ufing of the Book of Ffalms, fet forth by Mr. Rous, and 
appointed by the Affembly of Divines. 

The order concerning the Book of Pialms tranflated by 
Mr. Rous^ was read twice and committed to the coniidera- 
tion of thefe Lords following, who are to report their opinions 
thereof to this Houfe. Comes Eflez, Comes Sarum, L. Vif- 
count Say and Scale, Comes Lyncolne, Comes Suffolke, Comes 
Midd. D»- North, D»- Willoughby, !>• Bruce, D»- Wharton, 
any three to meet. The anfwer returned was, That to the 
order for ufing the Book of Ffalms tranflated by Mr. Rous, 
their Lordihips will fend an anfwer by meflengers of their 
own. (Lords Journals, vol. viii. p 277.) 

April 25, 1646. — A meflage was brought from the Aflein- 
bly of Divines, by Mr. Walker, &c. as follows, — 

To THE Right Honourable the House of Lords Assem- 
bled IN Parliament. 

The Aflembly of Divines received, April 9th, from this 
Honourable Houfe, an order bearing date March 26th 1646, 
to certify this Honourable Houfe why the Translation of the 
Pfalms made by Mr. Barton, may not be ufed and fung in 
Churches, by fuch as ihall defire it, as well as any other 
Tranflation, do humbly return this anfwer ; That whereas, 
on the 14th of November 1645, in obedience to an order of 
this Honourable Houfe concerning the faid Mr. Barton^s 
Pfalms, we have already commended to this Honourable Houfe 
one Tranflation of the Pialms in Verfe, made by Mr Rous, 
and perufed and amended by the fame learned Gentleman 
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and t]ie Committee of the Aflembly, as conceiving it would 
be very ufefiil for the Edification of the Church, in regard 
it is fo exHiQly framed according to the Original Text ; %and 
whereas there are feveral other Tranflations of the Ffalms 
already extant, we humbly conceive that, if liberty fhould 
be given to people to fing in Churches every one that Tranf- 
lation which they defire, by that means feveral Tranflations 
might come to be ufed, yea in one and the fame congrega- 
tion at the fame time, which would be a great diftradtion and 
hinderance to edification. 

Cornelius Buboes, Prolocutor pro tempore. 
(ib. vol. viii, j). 28S-4.) 



(Extract from a paper presented by the Commissioners at 

London to the Grand Committee there, in December 1646, 

and laid before the Commission of the General Assembly 

at Edinburgh, by Mr. Robert Baillie, 21st January 1647.) 

And becaus the iinging of Pfalmes in Churches is a part 
of the publike worfliip of God, We defire that the Faraphrafe 
of the Pfalmes in meter, as it is now examined, corrected, 
and approved by the Aflembly of Divines here, and by the 
Commifiioners of the Gen. Aflembly in Scotland, may be lyk- 
wife authorized and eflablifhed by Ordinance of Parliament. 

(Minutes of the Commifiion of the General 
Aflembly, p. 150.) 

(Extract of a Letter from the Commiflioners at London, 2d 

February 1647.) 

The new Pfalme book, reprinted with the laft amendements 
fent us from your Committee there, is not yet come from the 
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prefle, but it is promifed to ws the next week, and we (hall 
then, God willing, fend it to yow. (ib. p. 156.) 

11th February 1647. 

The Commiffion appoynts a letter of encouragement to be 
writtin to Mr. Zechariah Boyd, for his paines in his Para- 
phrafe of the Pfalmes, (hewing that they have fent them to 
their Commiffioners at London, to be confidered and made ufe 
of there by thefe that ar upon the fame work. 

(ib. p. 167.) 

(Extract of a Letter from the Commissioners at London, 

9th February 1647.) 

The new Ffalme book cannot be ready till the next week. 
So commending your labours to the blefling of God, we reft, 
Vour affe£i:ionat Brethren to ferve yow, 

Worcefter-Houfe, the Samuel Rutherfurd. 

9th of Feb' 164|. Geo. Gillespie. 

Direct, For the Right Reverend the Commiffioners 
of the Gen. Aflembly of the Kirk of Scotland. 

(ib. p. 166.) 

(Extract of a Letter from the Commissioners at London, 
presented to the Commission, 23d February 1647.) 

Wee now fend yow the new Edition of the Paraphrafe of 
the Pfalmes as it wes approved by the Aflembly heir, and 
by yourfelves ; the Animadverfions w** you fent us being 
taken in their propper places, as the worthy Gentleman, 
who hath taken moft paines in the worke, aflureth us. If 
yow be now fatiffied with it as it is, wee fhall defire to 
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know fo much. One Pialme-book in the three Eingdomef 
will be a confiderable part of Uniformity, if it can be fiillie 
agreed upon both there and here: And we believe it is 
generally acknowledged, there is a neceffitie of fome change, 
there being fo many juft exceptions againft the old and ufuall 
Paraphrafe. And we humblie conceive there will be as little 
controverfy that this which we now fend yow, as it hath 
come through the hands of more examiners, fo it will be 
found as neir the originall as any Paraphrafe in meeter can 
readily be, and much neerer then other works of that kynd, 
which is a good compeniation to mak up the waut of that 
Poeticall liberty and fweet pleafant runniDg, which fome de- 
fire. However, wee expe£b to know your pleafure in this, 
and in any other thing contained in our former letters, which 
yourfelves fhall judge to need an anfwere ; and fo wee reft. 
Your moft afieAionat Brethren to ferve yow, 

Worcefter-houfe, the 16th G. Wynbame. 

of Febr. 164^. Samuel Rutherfvbd. 

Geo. Gillespie. 
Direct for the Bight Reverend the Commiflioners 
of the Gen. AfTembly, mett at Ed'- 

The Commiffion of Aflembly thinks it verie neceflar that 
a number of the new Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes be writtin 
for ; and appoynts the clerk to fend them to Prefbyteries ; 
and retume to the letter from the Commiffioners at London, 
this following anfwer : 

Bbvebend and Loving Brethren, 

YouBs of the 16th of this inftant moneth we have re- 
ceived this day, together with the new Edition of the Para- 
phrafe of the Pfalmes, whereof we cannot ^n^ ^^^xsiSsycLV^ 



30 

this occafion, ei^^ecially feing fo few copies have been fent. 
We do acknowledge that one Ffalme-book in the three King- 
domes wer a coniiderable part of Uniformity; but it can 
hardly be fiillie agreed upon, if Prefbyteries gave a previ- 
ous confideration of it before the meeting of the Aflembly ; 
which may give them great fatifiaftion, and &cilitat the 
approbation of it in the AfTembly. Therfor, yow will be 
pleafed to fend down a number of copies of this late Edition 
to our Clerk, whom we have appointed to caufe difpatch 
them to Prefbyteries with diligence, to be confidered by 
them ; which we think the beft and fureft way to obtaine 
a full approbation of the work heir ; wherof we make litle 
queftion if yow fend a competent number of copies in tyme. 
We remain, Your loving Brethren, 

The COMMISSIONEBS OF THE GsNEBAL AsSEMBLT. 

Edinb. 23d Febry. 1647. 

Dire£l: for their Reverend and Loving 
Brethren, the Commiffioners of the 
Kirk of Scotland at London. 

(Minutes, p. 171-4.) 



Edinb. 18th Martij 1647, Foft meridiem. 
This day two letters from the Commissioners at London 
were read with the papers there inclofed. Tenor of the 
letters foUowes : — 

Reverend and Beloved Brethren, 

Wee received yefterday your^s of Feb' 23d, and fhall 
take care to provyde (according to your defire) as many 
<^pies as can be had of the new Faraphrafe of the Pfalmes 
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in metre. Wee have already fpoken for 70 copies, which 
we (hall, God willing, fend with the firft occaiion. . . . 

We reft. Your moft loving Brethren, 

G. Wynramb. 
Worcefter-houfe, the 2d Samuel Ruthebfurd. 

of Marche 164J. Geo. Gillespie. 

Direft for the Right Reverend the Commif- 
fioners of the Gen : AfTembly, mett at Edr. 

Reverend and Loving Brethren, 

Wee have, according to your defire, provided a number 
of copies of the new Paraphrafe of the Ffalmes in Metre, as 
it is approved by the Aflembly of Divines, and fince cor- 
reded in feverall places according to. the Animadverfions 
which ye fent us. Wee have now fourfcore copies in 
readines to be fent by the firft ihip to your Clerk, that by 
him they may be direfied to the feverall Frefbyteries . . 

So befeeching the Lord to dire£b and blefle yow in all 
your affairs, we reft, 

Your loving Brethren to ferve yow, 

G. Wynrame. 
Worcefter-houfe, the 9th Samuel Rutherfurd. 

of March 1642. Geo. Gillespie. 

Direft for the Right Reverend the Com" of 
the Generall Affembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, mett at Edinburgh. 

(Minutes, pp. 184-185.) 

Edinb. 8th Julij 1647, Ante meridiem. 
Recommends to Mr. Johne Adamfone to revife Rowes 
[Rous's] Paraphrafe of the Ffalmes, and Mr. Johne Rowers 
obfervationes thereupon, and to have his opinion thec«,<\€ 
ready for the next Affembly . ^ • ^ • "^^^^^^ 
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Sefs. XXV.— Edinburgh, 28th Auguft 
16479 Ante meridiem. 

Act fob Reyisino the Pabaphrase of the Psalmbs 

BROUGHT FBOM EnOLAND, WITH A RECOMMENDATION FOB 
TBANSLATINO THE OTHER ScBIPTUBAI.L SONOS IN MbBTEB. 

The Generall Aflembly having confidered the report of 
the Committee concerning the Faraphrafe of the Pfalmes 
fent from England, and finding that it is very neceflary that 
the faid Faraphrafe be yet revifed : Therefore doth appoint 
Mafter John Adamfon to examine the firft fourty Ffahnes, 
Mafter Thomas Craufiird the fecond fourty, Mafter John 
Row the third fourty, and Mafter John Nevey the laft thirty 
Ffalms of that Faraphrafe ; and in their examination they 
fliall not only obferve what they think needs to bee amended, 
but alfb to fet downe their own eflay for correcting therecx ; 
and for this purpofe recommends to them to make ufe of 
the travels of Rowallen, Mafter Zachary Boyd, or of any 
other on that ftibjed ; but efpecially of our own Faraphrafe, 
that what they finde better in any of thefe works may be 
chofen, and likewife they fhall make ufe of the animadver- 
fions fent from Freft>yteries, who for this caufe are hereby 
defired to haften their obfervations unto them ; and they are 
to make report of their labours herein to the Commiflion of 
the Aflembly for Fublike Af&ires, againft their firft meeting 
in February next. And the Commiffion, after reviling thereof, 
fhall fend the fame to Frovinciall Affemblies to bee tranf- 
mitted to Freft)yteries, that by their further confideration, 
the matter may be fully prepared to the next Aftemblie. 
And becaufe fbme Ffalmes in that Faraphrafe fent from 
England are compofed in verfes which do not agree wth 
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th^ common tunes, therefore it is alfo recommended that 
thefe Pfalmes be likewife turned in other verfes which may 
agree to the common tunes ; that is, having the firft line of 
eight fyllabs, and the fbcond line of fix, that fo both Ver- 
iions being ti^ther, ufe may bee made of either of them in 
congregations as fhall bee found convenient. And the 
Aflknbly doth further recommend that Mr. Zachary Boyd 
be at the paines to tranflate the other Scripturall Songs 
in meeter, and to report his travels alfo to the Commiffion 
of Aflembly, that after their examination thereof, they 
may fend the fame to Frefbyteries to be there coniidered 
untill the next Generall Affemblie. 

(Printed Acts of the General Assembly.) 

(Extract of a Letter to the Aflembly of Divynes at 

Weftminfter.) 

The other things communicated from thence unto this 
Church, namely, a Dire£bory of Church Government, Cate- 
chifme, and new Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes in metre, are 
printed and publiflied here, to be confidered and examined 
againft the next Generall Aflemblie, to be held in July 1648. 
Subfcribed in name of the Commiilion of the Generall 
Aflembly of the Kirk of Scotland, by 

Mr. Robert Douglass, Moderator- 
Edinburgh, S6th NovembeAje^T. 
Dire£l, To their Reverend and welbeloved brethren, 
the Aflembly of Divines at Weftminfter, the 
Minifters of London, and all other well-affefbed 

Brethren of the Miniftrie of England. 

(Minutes, p. 278.) 

^ Edinb. 14 Aprilis 1648, Ante meridiem. 

Th^ Conimiiiion appoynts the Minifters of this town, or 



any three of them, to be a committee to examine the correc- 
tions of the Brethren appoynted to revife Roofers Fiahnes, 
and to conferr with thofe brethren therupon, and to report 
their opinions to this Commiffion. The firft dyet upon Mo- 
nonday at 10 houres in this place. (ib. p. 375.) 

Edinb. 20 Aprilis 1648, Pofi meridiem. 
The Commiifion appoynts M" John Adamfon, Do£h>r Col- 
vill, James Hamiltoun, John Smith, John Neve, and Patridc 
Gillafpie, James Gutterie, to revife Roufe'^s Ffalmes, and the 
amendements fent in from thefe that wer appoynted by the 
Aflembly to revife them, and to report their opinions. Their 
meeting to be the mome at 7 houres in the CoUedge. 

(lb. p. 886.) 

Edinb. 1 May 1648, Poft meridiem. — Sederunt. 

Ministers, 
Mr. Rot- Douglas, Mod^ Mb. Zachabib Boyd. 

Mb. Jambs Hamiltoun. Mb. Gboboe Lbslib. 

Mb. Evan Gambbon. Mb. Ro^* Blaib. 

Mb. Samubll Ruy'^fubd. Mb. John Bbll. 
Mb. Heuoh Maokall. Mb. Jambs Guthbie. 

Mb. John Neve. Mb. Mungo Law. 

Elders, 

LiBBERTOUN. FiNDAWBIE. 

Sib James Stbwart. Gboboe Pobtbefibld. 

Lawbence Hendebson. John Semplb. 

The Commiffion appoynts Mr. Ro* Douglafs, George 
Gillafpie, William Colvill, James Hamiltoun, John Smith, 
with Mr. John Adamfon, to revife Roufe'^s Paraphrafe of 
the Pfalmes in meeter, the Animadverfiones thereupon, and 
to Report their opinions. (Minutes, p. 43S.) 
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Edinburgh, 10th Auguft 1648. — Sefs. xxxviii. 

Act for bxaminino thb Pabaphrase of the Psalms and 

other scripturall songs. 

The Generall Afiemblie appoints Roufe[^s] Faraphrafe 
of the Pfalms, with the corrections thereof, now given in by 
the perfons appointed by the lafl Aflembly for that pur- 
pofe, to be fent to Prefbyteries that they may carefully 
revife and examine the fame, and thereafter fend them with 
their corre^ons to the ConftnifHon of this Aflembly to be 
appointed for publick affairs, who are to have a care to caufe 
re-examine the Animadverfions of Prefbyteries, and prepare 
a report to the next Generall Aflembly ; intimating hereby, 
that if Prefbyteries be negligent hereofi the next Generall 
Aflembly is to go on and take the fame Paraphrafe to their 
consideration without more delay : And the Aflembly recom- 
mends to Mafler John Adamfon and Mr. Thomas Craufurd 
to revife the labours of Mr. Zachary Boyd upon the other 
Scripturall Songs, and to prepare a report thereof to the said 
Commiflion for publick affairs, that after their examination 
the fame may be alfo reported to the next Generall Aflembly. 

(Printed Acts of the General Assembly.) 

Edinburgh, 5 January 1649, Ante meridiem. 

The Commifiion of the Generall Aflembly having this 
day received a printed copie of Rows Paraphrafe of the 
Pfalmes, correfted according to thefe Animadverfions given 
in to the late AfTembly : Therefore, doth appoint a compe- 
tent number of thefe corre6led copies, now printed, to be fent 
to Prefbyteries, that according to the Aft of Aflembly, 
they may revife and examine the fame, and thereafter re- 
turn the Animadverfions and correftions thereof to this 
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Commiiiion ; otherwife the faid next Affembly is to goe on 
and take this Faraphrafe to their confideration without delay. 

(Minutes, p. 115 ) 

(Extract from a Letter directed to Prefbjrteries.) 
Right Revebend, 

Yee fhall receive copies of the new Faraphrafe of 

the Ffalmes, at a merk the peece, which yow will be pleafed 
to perufe carefiolly, and that yow would amend any fault 
yow finde in them, and fend in your corre£bions to us with 
diligence; for it is not enough to finde out &ults except 
yee alfo fet downe your owne eflay correcting the fanoie. . 
* • • • • 

Your loving Brethren, 
The Commissioners of the General Assembly. 
Ed'. 30th January 1649. (Minutes, p. 147.) 

Edinb. 7 Junij 1649. — The Commiifion appoints the 
Reports of the corre£tions of Roufe^s Faraphrafe of the 
Pfalmes to be delyvered into the Clerk, that he may lend 
them out to Mr. Johne Adamfone, to be confidered againft 
the next AfTembly. 

(ib. p. 226.) 

Edinburgh, 6th Auguft 1649. — Ante meridiem. Sess. ult. 

Reference to the Commission for Public Affaibbs fob 
re-examining the paraphrase of the psalmes, and 

emitting THE SAME FOB FUBLICKE USE. 

The Generall Aflembly having taken fome view of the 
new Faraphrafe of the Pfalmes in Meeter, with the cor- 
rections and animadverfions thereupon, fent from feveral 
perfons and Frefbyteries, and finding that they cannot over- 
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take the review and examination of the whole in this 
Aflembly ; therefore, now after fo much time, and fo great 
paines about the corre£Hng and examining thereof, from 
time to time, fome yeares bygone, that the worke may 
come now to fome conclusion, they do ordain the Brethren 
appointed for perufing the fame during the meeting of this 
Aflembly, viz. Mafters James Hamiltoun, John Smith, Hew 
Mackail, Robert Traill, George Hutchefon, and Robert 
Lowrie, after the difTolving of this Aflembly, to goe on in 
that worke carefully, and to report their travels to the 
Commiflion of the Generall Aflembly for publick afiairesj at 
their meeting at Edinburgh in November. And the faid 
Commiflion, after perufall and re-examination thereof, is 
hereby authorized, with full power, to conclude and eftablifh 
the Paraphrafe, and to publifh and emit the fame for publick 
ufe. 

A. Eer. 
(Printed Acts of the General Assembly.) 

Edinb. 7. Augufl. 1649. — The Commiflion recommends 
to the Brethren appointed by the Generall Afl!embly for 
corre£Ung the Ffalmes, to haften their corrections ; and fo 
foone as they have done, that the Moderator conveen the 
Commiflion, or a quorum of thefe that are nearefl, to confider 
their travells, and prsepare the matter againfl the Quarterly 
meeting. 

(Same date.) — The Commiflion of ASemhlj confidering 
the power they have from the late Afl*embly to give a com- 
petent and honefl; acknowledgment and reward to the young 
man that hes been employed in wrytting of the feveral 
copies of the Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes, corrected from time 
to time. Doe therefore appoint the Brethren appointed to 
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revife that Paraphrafe^ who can beft know his paines, to 
confider what ihall be given unto him ; and to rq>ort their 
opinions therein to the nixt Quarterly meeting. 

(Minutes, p. 234) 

Edinb. 20 Novemb. 1649, Foft meridiem. — Sederunt. 

Ministers. 
Mb. Rot* Douglas^ Mod'. 
Mr. Gave in Youno. 
Mr. Gboroe HuTCHEeoN. 
Mb. Jo^' Moncreiff. 
Mb. Wm. Oliphant. 
Mb. Geobob Bennet. 
Mb. John Livinostoun. 
Mb. John Scott. 
Mb. John Douglas. 
Mb. Jo''* Dalzell. 
Mb. David Layng. 
Mb. Mungo Law. 
Mb. Wm. Row. 
Mb. Rot. Home. 



Mb. Samj-^' Ruthbbfuibd. 
Mb. Thomas Lundib. 
Mb. James Hamiltoun. 
Mb. James Guttbbib. 
Mb. Hew Mackasll. 
Mb. Geobgb Lbslib. 
Mb. Pa''- Gillaspib. 
Mb. John Hamiltoun. 
Mr. Ephbaim Mblvill. 
Mb. Abthub Fobbbs. 
Mr. Jo*- Neivb. 
Mr. James Ro^sone. 
Mr. Jo*- Cubbie. 
Mb. Thomas Donaldson. 
Elders, 
Quhytbank. 



This feflione fpent only in the reading and examining the 
Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes. — The nixt meeting the morne at 
8 houres. 

(Minutes, p. 244.) 
Edinb. 21 Novemb. 1649, Poft meridiem. — A number of 
the Pfalmes of the new Paraphrafe this day furveyed. 

(ib. p. 245.) 
Edinb. 22 Novemb. 1649. — A number of the Pfalmes this 
ieflion furveyed. (ib. p. 246.) 



39 

Eodem die, Poft meridiem .-« A number of the Pfalmes 
this day furveyed and examined. 

(ib. p. 247.) 

Edinb. 23 Novemb. 1649.— The reft of this Seffion fpent 
in reading of the Pfalmes. 

(ib. p. 248.) 



Eodem die, Poft meridiem. — Sederunt. 



Ministers, 



Mb. Rot- Douglas, Mode'. 
Mr. George Hutchesone. 
Mr. James Guttbrib. 
Mr. Rot. Row. 
Mr. Pa^' Gillaspie. 
Mr. John Murray. 
Mr. Hew Mackaell. 
Mr. David Layng. 
Mr. Mungo Law. 



Mr. John Livingston. 
Mr. James Hamilton. 
Mr. George Leslie. 
Mr. Jo**- Nbave. 
Mr. Wm. Row. 
Mr. George Bennet. 
Mr. Jon. Douglas. 
Mr. Thomas Lundie. 



Elders. 



Lord Register. 
L. Ther-Depute. 
L. Craighall. 



quhytbank. 

L. Brodie. 

S*^ John Cheislie. 



Act for Establishing and Authorizing the new 
^ Psalmes. 

The Commiffion of the Generall Aflembly having with 
great diligence confidered the Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes in 
Meter, fent from the Affembly of Divines in England by our 
Commiflioners, whilftf they were there, as it is correftcd by 
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former GeneraU Aflemblies, Committees from them, and now 
at laft by the Brethren deputed by the late Aflembly for that 
purpofe : And having exa£tly examined the fame, doe ap- 
prove the faid Paraphrafe, as it is now compiled : And 
therefore, according to the power given them by the faid 
Aflembly, doe appoint it to be printed and publiihed for 
publik ufe : Here by authorizing the fame to be the only 
Paraphrafe, of the Pfalmes of David to be fung in the Kirk 
of Scotland ; and difcharging the old Paraphrafe and any 
other than this new Paraphrafe, to be made ufe of in any 
congregation or family after the firfl day of Maij in the year 
1650 ; And for Vniformity in this parte of the Worihip of 
God, doe ferioufly recommend to Prefbyteries to caufe make 
publick intimation of this A&f and take fpeciall care that the 
fame be tymeoufly put to execution, and duely obferved. 



Commission to the Ministers of Edinburgh for Ordering 
THE Printing the New Psalmes, and for 

SATISFIEING THE TRANSCRIBERS. 

The Commiffion of the Generall Affembly, for the better 
ordering of the printing of the new Paraphrafe of the Pfalmes, 
that they may be corre£bly printed, and that the people be 
not extortioned by Printers or Stationers in the prices, doe 
hereby give power to the Moderator and Minifters of Edin- 
burgh, or any three of them, with the Clerk, to order the 
printing of the faid new Paraphrafe, and to fett doune pryces 
thereof, and to take fuch courfe with Printers and Station- 
ers as they may neither wrong the people, nor any of them 
another. Recommending efpecially to them to have a care 
that copies be correAly tranfcribed f&r the prefie, and that 



mBV 



41 

the printed copies be well corre£):ed. Giving them alfo power 
to determine and modifie what they think reafonable to give 
to the tranfcriber of the copies for all his pa:ines he hes or 
fhall be at. 

(Minutes, pp. S48 and 253.) 

Edinburgh, 8th January 1650. 
The Committee of Eftates having coniidered the Englifh 
Paraphrafe of the Pfalms of David in Meeter, prefented this 
day unto them by the Commifs. of the General Aflembly, 
together with their A£b and the AQ: of the late Aflembly, 
approving the faid Paraphrafe, and appointing the fame to be 
fung through this Kirk. Therefore, the Committee doth alfo 
approve the faid Paraphrafe, and interpone their authority 
for the publifhing and pra^fing thereof; hereby ordaining 
the fame, and no other to be made ufe of throughout this 
Kingdom, according to the tenour of the faid A&s of the 
General Aflembly and their Commiffioners. 

T. Henderson. 



VI. — The Present Version, 1650. 

The precedbig notices, chiefly extracted from the Journals 
of the Lords and Commons, and from the Original Minutes 
of the Commission of the General Assembly, will shew the 
very great care bestowed in revising Rouses translation of 
the Psalms. Along with these extracts, the reader might 
compare the additional passages contained in Baillie's cor- 
respondence respecting this Version, (Vol. II. pages 379 and 
401, and Vol. III. pages 3, 12, 21, 60, and 97.) It would 
seem from some of these notices that one or more interme- 
diate editions between 1646 and 1650,mAi«t\vaN^\i^^\SL^<$MXr- 



42 

ed, for the use of Committees in revising the text, but no 
such copies are known to be presenred. At length, after 
all hope of its being adopted in England as part of the pro- 
posed Uniformity had been frustrated, the new Version, 
being duly sanctioned for use in this country, was published 
under this title ; — 

^' The Psalms of David in Meeter : Newly translated, 
and diligently compared with the Original Text and former 
Translations : More plain, smooth, and agreeable to the Text 
than any heretofore. Allowed by the authority of the Gene- 
ral Afiembly of the Kirk of Scotland, and appointed to be 
fung in Congregations and Families. Edinburgh : Printed 
by Evan Tyler, Printer to the King*'s Moft Excellent Ma- 
jelty, 1650." Small 8vo, pp. 15 and 308. Prefixed are the 
Acts of the General Assembly, 6th August, of the Assembly's 
Commission ^3d November 1649, and of the Committee of 
Estates, 8th January 1650, (as already quoted,) authorizing 
this Version to be used from and after the 1st May 1650. 

This was the first authorized edition of our present Ver- 
sion ; and other editions by Tyler were printed in the same 
year. Since then it has continued to be republished in count- 
less numbers ; and having now remained unaltered for the 
space of nearly two centuries, (unless some slight variations 
in orthography,) it would be unnecessary to insert any speci- 
mens of it, except for the convenience of comparison with 
the text of 1646. That this Version of the Psalms should 
have remained so long in use must be mainly attributed 
to the great care that was bestowed by many learned divines 
to render it at once a simple and faithful paraphrase of the 
original text. To a modern critic it will no doubt appear 
destitute of poetical sentiment or felicity of expression. Fi- 
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delity, however, was the great object aimed at, and mere 
elegance was sacrificed to a close adherence to the original. 
In accomplishing this object frequent use was made of former 
translations, by substituting verses or lines, instead of such 
as had appeared in Rouses version. And while every thing 
like superfluous ornament and redundancy of language was 
very scrupulously avoided, in order to render it the more 
acceptable to persons of all ranks, the common measure was 
adopted throughout. The changes that have taken place 
in accent and pronounciation, makes it frequently liable to 
the charge of want of common prosody : Still with all its 
poverty of style, and manifest imperfections, it must be ad- 
mitted, that long familiar use has given it a firm hold on 
the affections of the people of Scotland ; and much as it might 
be improved if carefully revised (for the sake of metre) by 
some skilfal and judicious hand, and enlarged by adding par- 
ticular Psalms, in different measures, to lessen its present 
monotonous character, the Version itself to all appearance 
will not speedily be superseded. Such in effect was the 
opinion of Dr. Beattie, who was not likely to entertain any 
strong partiality in its favour. His words, as contained in his 
letter to Dr. Blair " On the Improvement of the Psalmody 
in Scotland,^' in 1778, may be quoted : Afifcer referring to 
Sternhold's and King James's versions, he says, '' The next 
English version of the Psalms in metre, is that which is now 
used by all the Presbyterian congregations in Scotland. And 
this, notwithstanding its many imperfections, I cannot help 
thinking the best. The numbers, it is true, are often harsh 
and incorrect ; there are frequent obscurities and some am- 
biguities in the style ; the Scotch idiom occurs in several 
places; and the old Scotch pronounciation is sometimes 
necessary to make out the rhime. Yet in this Version there 
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is a manly, though severe, simplicity, without any affected 
refinement ; and there are many passages so beautiful as to 
stand in need of no emendation."*^ 



PSALM I. 
(By.F Rouf, from the Edition 1646.) 

The man is blest that in th* advice 

of those that wicked are 
Walks not, nor stands in sinners path, 

nor sits in scorners cbatre. 

2. But in God's law delights, on's law 
both day and night doth think ; 

3. He shall be like anto a tree, 
set by the river's brink. 

Whose fruit's in season, leaf fades not, 
all that he doth shall thrive : 

4. Not so the wicked ; but like chaffe 
which winde away doth drive. 

5. In judgement therefore wicked' men 
shall not stand justify 'd ; 

Nor in th' assembly of the just, 
the sinners shall abide. 



PSALM h 
(Prom £tam Ttlb&'s Edition 1660.) 

That man hath perfect Uenednesse, 

who walketh not astray, 
In counsell of ungodly men, 

nor stands in sinners way. 
Nor sitteth in the scorners chaire ; 

2. But placeth his delight 
Upon God's law, and meditates 

on his law, day and night. 

3. He shall be like a tree that growes 

near planted by a river. 
Which in his season yeilds his fruit ; 

and bis leaf fadeth never ; 
And all be doth shall prosper well. 

4. The wicked are not so ; 
But like they are unto the chaff 

which wind drives to and fro. 



6. Because the way of righteous men 
the Lord with favour knowes ; 

Whereas the veay of wicked men 
unto destruction goes. 



5. In judgment therefoie shall not 
such as ungodly are, [stand 

Nor in th' Assembly of the just 
shall wicked men appear. 

6. For why ? the way of godly men 
unto the Lord is known : 

Whereas the way of vncked men 
shall quite be overthrown. 



PSALM XXIII. 

(From the Edition, 1646.) 

The Lord my shephard is, I shall 
not want ; he makes me ly 



PSALM XXIIL 

(From the Edition, 1650.) 

The Lord's my shepherd, I'le not want 
2. He makes me down to ly 
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2. In pastures green, me leads by In pastures green ; He leadeth me 



that do ran qoietly. [streams 

3. My soul he doth restore again, 
and me to walk doth make 

On in the paths of righteousnesse, 
ev*n for his own name^s sake. 

4. Yea, though I walk in death's dark 
I*le fear no evil thing ; [vale. 

Thou art with me, thy rod, thy stafie, 
to me do comfort bring. 

5. Before me thou a table fit'st 
in presence of my foes : 

My head thou dost with oile anoint. 
My cup it overflowes. 

6. Goodaesse and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me ; 

And in God*s house for evermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 

PSALM LVII. V. 1--3. 
(From the Edition, 1646.) 

Be mercifull to me, O God, 

thy mercy unto me 
Do thou extend, because my soul 

doth put her trust in thee : 
Yea in the shadow of thy wings 

my refuge I will place ; 
Untill that these calamities 

do wholly overpasse. 

2. My ery I will cause to ascend 
unto the Lord most hy ; 

Even unto God who all things doth 
for me work perfectly. 

3. He shall from heaven send, and me 
from his reproach defend 

That would devour me ; God his truth 
and mercy forth shall send. 



the quiet waters by. 

3. My soul he doth restore again ; 
and me to walk doth make, 

In to the paths of righteousness, 
ev'n for his own Names sake. 

4. Yea, though I walk in death's dark 
yet will I fear none ill ; [vale. 

For thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 
5., My table thou hast furnished 

in presence of my foes ; 
My head thou dost with oyl anoint, 

and my cup overflowes. 

6. Goodnesse and mercy all my life, 

shall surely follow me ; 
And in God*s house for evermore 

my dwelling place shall be. 

PSALM LVIL v. 1-3. 
(From the Edition, 1650.) 

Be mercifull to me, O God, 

thy mercy unto me 
Do thou extend, because my soul 

doth put her trust in thee. 
Yea, in the shadow of thy wings 

my refuge I will place, 
Untill these sad calamities 

do wholly overpasse. 

2. My cry I will cause to ascend 
Unto the Lord most hie. 

To God, who doth all things for me 
perform most perfectly. 

3. From heav'n he shall send down» and 
from his reproach defend [me 

That would devour me : God his truth 

* 

and mercy forth shall send* 
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PSALM XCUL 

(From the Edition, 1646.) 

1. God reigns; God's doth'd with 

majesty; 
God is with strength arrayM ; 
He girds himself therewith ; the 
world 
moves not, it is so stay'd. 

2. Thy throne is fixt of old, and thou 
art from eternity. 

3. The flouds. Lord, raise, flouds raise 

their voice ; 
flouds raise their waves on hy. 

4. But yet the Lord that is on high 
is more of might by farre. 

Than noise of many waters is, 
or great sea-billows are. 

5. Thy testimonies every one, 
in faithfulnesse exccll ; 

And holinesse for ever. Lord, 
thine house becommeth well. 



PSALM XCIIL 
(From the EditloD, 1650.J 
The Lord doth reign, and cloCh'd is He 

vnth majesty most bright. 
His worlu do shew him clothed to be 

and gird about with might. 
The world is also stablished, 
that it cannot depart. 

2. Thy throne is fixt of old, and thou 
from everlasting art. 

3. The flouds, O Lord, have lifted up, 

they lifted up their yoice» 
The floods have lifted up their waves, 
and made a mighty noise. 

4. But yet the Lord, that is on high, 
is more of might by far. 

Than noise of many waters is, 
or great sea billows are. 

5. Thy testimonies, every one, 

in faithfulnesse excell : 
And holinesse, for ever, Lord, 
thine house becometh well. 



In England, some attempts still continued to be made in 
favour of Barton^s Verfion, (first printed in 1644,) as ap- 
pears from the following entry in the Journals of the House 
of Commons : — 

Sept. 27, 1650.— The humble Petition of Wm. Barton, 
Preacher of God's Word, was this day read ; Ordered, That 
it be referred to INlr. Carill, Mr. Nye, Mr. Bond, Mr. Stronge, 
Mr. Sedgewick, and Mr. By field, or any three of them, to 
perufe and confider of the Tranflation of the Pfalms set out 
by Mr. Rous, and fince reviewed by the faid Wm. Barton ; 
and, if they fliall approve of the fame, then to licenfe the 
printing thereof. — (Vol. vi. p. 474.) 
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'^ The Book of Pfalms in Metre : clofe and proper to the 
Hebrew : fmooth and pleafant for the Metre. To be fung 
in ufuall and known Tunes. By William Babton, M' of 
Arts,"" appeared at London, printed by Roger Daniel, 1654, 
l^mo. Prefixed is this authority for printing it. ** Wed- 
nefday January 11th 1663[-4.] At the Couneill at White- 
hall. Ordered by his Highnes the Lord Proteftor, and the 
Couneill, That Mr. William Barton have the fole printing 
of his tranilation of the Pfalms,'^ &c. This edition differs 
materially both from the firft publication of Bartom's Pfalms 
licenfed by the Committee of the Houfe of Commons con- 
cerning Printing, (April 2nd 1644<,) '' London, printed by 
Matthew Simmons for the Companie of Stationers, 1644," 
18mo, and from another edition, " London, printed by G. M. 
1645," 12mo, with " the approbation of more than forty emi- 
nent Divines." The later editions contain '* Amendments, 
and addition of many frefh Metres." In the copies fubfe- 
quent to 1654, the Author (who takes credit to himfelf for 
having, '' compiled the whole Book, as near as may be, in 
the fame order of words with the original, and for the most 
part in as perfect Prose as Verse^) has introduced this fen- 
tence into the middle of his preface to the Reader : " The 
Scots of late (he fays) have put forth a Pfalm-Book, moft- 
what compofed out of mine and Mr. Roufe his, but it did 
not give full fatiffadtion, for fomebody hath been at charge 
to put forth a new edition of mine, and printed fome thou- 
fands of mine in Holland, as it is reported ; But whether 
they were printed there or no, I am in doubt ; for I am fiire 
that 1500 of my Books were heretofore printed by ilealth in 
England, and carried over to Ireland." 

William Barton took his degree as B. A. at Oxford; 23d 
October 1633. In 1656 he was appointed Minifter of St. 
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MartinX Leicefter ; and had the reAoiy of Cadeby ^yen 
him by Cromwell; but he was ejected in 1662. He died 
sometime between 167^ when he publifhed '^ Two Cen- 
turies of felefl: Hymns and Spiritual Songs,^ and 1682, when 
an edition was printed of his '^ Book of Pfalms,^ bearing on 
the title to be ^' as he lefib it finifhed in his lifetime.^ In 
this amended ftate his verfion continued to be reprinted 
till 1706. 

Several eminent Non-conformift Divines in Liondon and 
the neighbourhood having adopted our prefent metrical ver- 
fion of the PfalmSy in the editions printed at London, 1673, 
1683, &c. they prefixed an addrefs '^ to the Reader,^ which 
concludes thus : — *^ The Tranflation which is now put into 
thy hands, cometh neareft to the Original of any that we 
have feen, and runneth with fuch a fluent fweetnefs, that we 
thought fit to recommend it to thy Chriftian acceptance; 
Some of us having ufed it already, with great comfort and 
fatii£i6tion.^ Signed : — 

Tna Manton^ D. D. Tho. Dooblittlb. 

Hbnr. Lanoley^ D. D. Thomas Vincent. 

John Owen, D. D. Nathanael Vincent. 

William Jenkyn. John Ryther. 

Ja. Innes. Will. Tomson. 

Tho. Watson. Nico. Blakie. 

• 

Tna Lye. Charles Morton. 

Mat. Poole. Edm. Calamy. 

Jo. Mil WARD. Will. Carslake. 

Jo^N Chester. James Janeway. 

Geo. Cogkayn. John Hickes. 

Matthew Meade. John Baker. 

Robert Franklin. Ri. Mayo. 
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VII. — Scriptural Songs and Paraphrases. 

As a suitable sequel to these notices, the following ex- 
tracts respecting certain proposed additions to the Psalmody 
may be given : — 

Edinb. 25 Februarij 1648.— The Commiffion defires Mr. 
Johne Adamson to revife Mr. David Leitch''s papers of 
Poecie, and give his opinion to the Commiffion thereof. 

(Minutes of the Commission, p. 306.) 

Edinb. 6 April. 1648. — Concerning Mr. David Leitch, 
The Commiffion appoynts the letter following to be written 
to the Presbytery of Allan, [in the margin, Ellon.] — 

jRjoHT Revebend and Welbeloved Brethben, 

These are to fhow yow, that our brother Mr. David 
Leitch, being employed in Paraphrafing the Songs of the 
Old and New Teilament, hes been in this town fome tyme, 
and for als much as he yet is appointed to continue in that 
employment, our.eameft defyre is, that yow endevour your 
felfes joyntly, for his further encouragment in that work, 
provyding that it be no hinderance to him in his prefent 
charge. So recomending yow and your labours to the Miff- 
ing of God, Wee reft. 

Your louing Brethren, etc, 

Edinb. 5 Apryll 1648. 

Dire£i: to their Reverend Brethren of the 
Prefbytery of Ellon. 

(ib. p. 362.) 

D 
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Edinb. 1^ Januarij 1650, Ante meridiem. 

The Commiffion of the Aflembly underftanding the paines 
of Mr. Jo. Adamfon, Mr. Zacharie Boyd, and Mr. Ro^ 
Lowrie have been at in the tranflation of the Pfalmes and 
other Scripturall Songs in Meeter, and how ufefiill their 
travells have been in the correcting of the Old Paraphrafe 
of the Pfalmes, and in compileing the New, Doe therefore 
retume them heartie thanks for thefe their labours, and that 
the Moderator fhew this to Mr. Jo. Adamfbne, Mr. Robert 
Lowrie, and wrytte to Mr. Zacharie Boyd to this purpofe. 

(Minutes, p. ^60.) 

Edinb. 2U Feb^ 1660. 

The Commiilion underftanding that Mr. Ro^ Lowrie has 
taken fome paines in putting the Scripturall Songs in Meter, 
They therefore deiire him to prefent his labours therein to 
the Commiffion at their nixt meeting. 

(ib. p. 286.) 

It may be added, that in the Minutes of the Commis- 
sion, no further notice is taken either of these Scriptural 
Songs by Leitch, or Lowrie ; which do not appear ever to 
have been printed. Of the persons commended for ^^ their 
travells and pains,^ in this pious work, a few particulars may 
be mentioned: 1. Mr. John Adamson held the office of 
Principal of the University of Edinburgh from 1623, till his 
death in November 1653, and was the author of various 
works. 2, Mr. Zachary Boyd, one of the Ministers of 
Glasgow, has obtained a much greater degree of notoriety. 
To a work (in verse) called " The Garden of Zion,"" printed 
at Glasgow 1644, he annexed, and afterwards republished, 
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with his Psalms, in a revised form, " The Songs of the Old 
and New Testament.'' He died at Glasgow in the begin- 
ning of 1654 : but his fond expectations, if not positive in- 
junctions, for having his works published after his death were 
wholly disregarded. 3. Mr. David Leitch, (in Latin Leo- 
chaeus,) was minister of Ellon in Aberdeenshire. He was 
previously a Professor in King's College, Aberdeen, and pro- 
nounced, 9th April 1635, a Latin funeral oration on the 
death of Patrick Forbes of Corse, Bishop of Aberdeen, which 
is included, along with a Latin poem by him, in the volume 
of the Bishop's Funerals, printed that year in Aberdeen ; 
and in 1637, he also published an academical oration, <' Phi- 
losophia Illachrymans,"' &c. In an account of the '^ Learned 
men and writers of Aberdeen,'** it is said, Leitch *' wrote 
several learned poems, and was one of the chaplains to King 
Charles II. and also of the army that went into England." 
A volume of Latin poetry by him was printed at London 
16579 l^mo. 4. Mr. Robert Lowrie was one of the Mi- 
nisters of Edinburgh. Having conformed at the Restoration, 
he was appointed Dean of Edinburgh ; and in 1671 he was 
advanced to be Bishop of Brechin. He died in 1677. 

The proposal of enlarging the Psalmody by joining Para- 
phrases of other passages of Scripture, was afterwards brought 
under the deliberation of the Assembly, at various intervals. 
See the printed Acts of Assembly, 1706, act 4 : Ass. 1707, 
act 16: and Ass. 1708, act 15. In 1745 a collection of such 
Paraphrases was published, and being remitted by the Assem- 
bly to the several Presbyteries, it came to be used in churches 
in public worship. The Assembly in 1775 appointed a Com- 
mittee to revise that collection ; and it was again published, 
with considerable alterations and additions, and retransmit- 
ted for the consideration of Presbyteries, 1st Juiire 1781 ; and 
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meanwhile it was allowed *' to be used in public worship, 
in congregations where the Minister finds it for edification.^ 
This collection of Translations and Paraphrases in verse, al- 
though only partially adopted at the time, is now in general 
use throughout the country ; and it has been contemplated 
to have the collection further enlarged. 



Before dismissing the subject of the Psalmody of our 
Church, it is worthy of notice, that the editions of the Old 
Version, previous to 1650, are almost all accompanied with 
the tunes set to music. This would imply a much more 
general knowledge of sacred music than now prevails ; but 
instructions in singing then formed an ordinary part of 
education ; and music-schools were supported, at least, in 
the chief borough towns. A striking incident is recorded in 
relation to one of these tunes. In 1582, John Durie, one of 
the Ministers of Edinburgh, after a temporary suspension 
and banishment, (in consequence of having incurred the dis- 
pleasure of some of King Jameses favourites,) on his return 
was met at the Netherbow Port, or one of the gates of the 
City, " by the haill Toun ;'' and the whole assembled multi- 
tude marching up the High Street, with their heads un- 
covered, and with loud voices joined in singing the old ver- 
sion of the 124jth Psalm,— 

Now Israel may say, and that truly. 

If that the Lord had not our cause maintained, &c. 

In the edition of the Psalms, printed at Edinburgh, by the 
heirs of Andrew Hart, 1635, 8vo, the Editor, (only known 
by his initials, '' E. M.^ but who appears to have been a de- 
voted enthusiast,) has given the tunes in four Parts, from a 
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careful examination of the best copies; while he acknow- 
ledges '^ the whole composition of the Parts to belong to 
the primest Musicians that ever this Kingdom bad, as Dean 
John Angus, Blackball, Smith, Peebles, Sharp, Black, Buchan, 
and others, famous for their skill in this kind.*" (See Intro- 
duction to Johnson^s Scots Musical Museum, edit. 1839) 
vol. i. pp. xxvi-xxxiv.) Some of these airs are foreign, 
either German or French, others are English, while several 
of them, such as ' Dundee,^ * New London,' ' Martyrs,' and 
' St. David's,' are still to be heard in our Churches, and 
these fine old simple airs will always be admired for their 
'* grave sweet melody." 

April 1842. D. L. 
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